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STUDEBAKER  NATIONAL  REUNION 


Opening  Address  by 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Anne  Studebaker)  Carlisle, 

President 

Mr.  Erskine,  President  Studebaker  Corporation ,  and  our  host, 
members  of  the  Studebaker  National  Reunion ,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen: 

WE  are  gathered  here  today  as  members  of  the  Studebaker 
Clan,  in  response  to  a  call  by  the  Studebaker  National  Re¬ 
union,  and  for  the  purpose  of  getting  acquainted  with  one  another, 
to  talk  over  the  past  and  lay  plans  for  the  future,  in  the  effort  that 
we  may  contribute  and  inspire  constructive  service  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  humanity,  to  safeguard  the  family  tradition  that  the  name 
Studebaker  is  the  synonym  for  integrity  and  character  and  self 
sacrifice  in  civic,  state  and  national  life,  and  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
pioneers  who  laid  the  firm  foundation  upon  which  the  Studebaker 
business  started  seventy-five  years  ago,  and  to  those  of  the  present 
day  who  maintain  and  defend  it. 

I  want  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  read  to  you  an  editorial 
by  the  editor  of  the  Tulsa  Tribzine,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  which  is 
picked  as  one  from  many  that  emphasizes  the  value  of  family  tra¬ 
dition  as  others  see  us. 

Editorial  Tulsa  Tribune,  Monday,  July  18,  1927: 

THE  STUDEBAKER  CLAN 

The  Studebaker  family  is  going  to  have  a  reunion  in 
September.  All  the  Studebakers,  whatever  variation  of 
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spelling  they  may  assume,  are  urged  to  rally  at  South 
Bend,  Indiana. 

There  the  Studebaker  family  who  built  the  great  busi¬ 
ness  which  now  manufacturers  automobiles,  will  make  all 
the  Studebakers  welcome. 

There  is  an  element  of  narrowness  in  being  too  clannish. 
Families  can  easily  lean  toward  an  ingrowing  tendency, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  families  may  well  build  upon  a 
worthy  pride  and  use  that  pride  as  an  aspiration  and  a 
spur  to  endeavor. 

Back  in  South  Bend,  75  years  ago,  a  group  of  brothers 
by  the  name  of  Studebaker  began  to  build  farm  wagons. 
They  were  men  of  strong  character,  strong  will  and  strong 
muscle. 

With  each  man  was  a  good  woman  with  the  courage, 
the  patience,  the  perseverance  and  the  optimism  of  the 
pioneer. 

These  men  were  of  good  hickory.  They  put  good 
hickory  into  their  wagons.  They  made  a  wagon  that  stood 
up  and  took  the  hard  knocks  of  rough  roads  and  stump 
intruded  trails. 

Farm  folks  who  had  to  have  wagons  soon  learned  that 
the  Studebaker  boys  at  South  Bend  were  building  the  bet¬ 
ter  wagons.  When  a  wagon  broke  down  a  neighbor  would 
pass  the  word,  "You  had  better  get  a  Studebaker,  they  are 
sturdy.” 

So  the  Studebaker  wagon  spread  in  fame,  and  the  trade 
expanded  beyond  St.  Joseph  County  where  they  were  made. 

These  staunch  wagons  were  soon  in  demand  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  then  Ohio  and  Illinois  began  to  demand  the  strong 
Studebaker.  The  fame  of  the  Studebaker  wagon  spread  to 
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Wisconsin  on  the  north  and  into  Kentucky  on  the  south, 
and  as  the  country  developed  and  widened,  the  name 
Studebaker  became  a  farm  fireside  name,  and  Studebaker 
became  the  synonym  of  Sterling,  as  applied  to  farm 
wagons.  The  rest  doesn’t  matter  much.  On  such  founda¬ 
tions  our  edifices  are  built. 

When  the  gasoline  motor  made  its  advent,  it  was  nat¬ 
ural  that  the  enterprise  which  these  Studebaker  Brothers 
had  built  should  go  into  the  automobile  business. 

Any  family  that  has  such  a  keystone  of  character 
around  which  to  rally  such  a  creative  force,  to  stimulate 
and  emulate,  may  well  be  proud  of  the  name  they  bear. 
They  enlarge  themselves  rather  than  revert  when  they 
expand  the  pride  of  the  Clan. 

The  test  of  the  Studebaker  family,  the  test  of  any 
family,  is  not  what  they  have  done  but  what  they  can  do. 
Let  the  Studebakers  rally  at  South  Bend. 

Family  reunions  are  fine  things  in  themselves.  Family 
sentiment  is  worth  perpetuating.  Life  would  be  a  desert 
were  it  not  watered  by  the  sweet  springs  of  sentiment. 

When  the  Studebakers  go  to  South  Bend  next  Sep¬ 
tember,  let  them  go  not  so  much  to  glory  in  what  the 
Studebaker  Brothers  of  seventy-five  years  ago  began,  as  to 
there  saturate  themselves  in  the  inspiration,  the  aspiration 
and  the  determination  of  those  brothers  of  seventy-five 
years  ago. 

Ffaving  got  the  spiritual  quickening,  let  the  Stude¬ 
bakers  go  from  South  Bend  next  September  and  see  how 
many  of  them  have  the  Studebaker  mettle  that  will  bring 
something  which  will  invite  a  like  celebration  somewhere 
seventy-five  years  from  now.” 
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ALBERT  RUSSEL  ERSKINE 

In  introducing  Mr.  Erskine,  the  chairman  said  in  part: 

Albert  Russel  Erskine,  the  President  of  the  Studebaker  Corpora¬ 
tion,  is  a  self-made  man,  educated  in  the  broad  school  of  experience. 

Mr.  Erskine  was  born  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  January  24,  1871, 
and  a  descendant  of  the  pioneers  who  have  contributed  through 
personal  sacrifices  to  the  advancement  of  progress  and  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  others. 

With  a  public  school  foundation  he  began  work  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  as  a  clerk  in  a  railroad  office,  then  as  a  bookkeeper,  ad¬ 
vancing  step  by  step  through  experience  and  service  with  several 
commercial  enterprises;  always  eager  to  learn  and  contribute  to  the 
profitable  advancement  of  his  employers  he  soon  found  that  the 
opportunity  for  his  own  personal  reward  was  open  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  he  was  made  Chief  Clerk  in  the  St.  Louis  office  of 
the  American  Cotton  Company,  and  later  as  general  auditor  and 
manager  of  the  operating  department  was  located  in  the  New  York 
office,  with  three  hundred  cotton  gins  located  in  the  South  under 
his  administration. 

It  is  said  "If  you  have  great  talents  industry  will  improve  them; 
if  you  have  but  moderate  abilities  industry  will  supply  these 
deficiencies.” 

"It’s  the  quality  or  habit  of  attention  or  devotion  to  any  useful 
or  productive  pursuit,  work  or  task,  manual  or  mental;  earnest, 
steady  or  constant  application  to  business;  as  'industry  begets 
wealth ” 
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In  1904  Mr.  Erskine  served  the  Yale  &  Towne  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
was  with  them  until  1910,  and  during  that  period  he  qualified  as 
a  certified  public  accountant. 

When  the  Studebaker’s  found  in  1911  that  their  business  doubt¬ 
less  had  room  for  an  outsider,  who  had  the  experience  to  come  in 
and  master  the  mountains  of  detail  and  cooperate  in  eliminating 
waste,  increasing  production,  and  advancing  sales,  their  interest  and 
attention  was  directed  among  others  to  Albert  Russel  Erskine  and 
upon  investigation  found  that  at  every  stage  of  advancement  along 
the  line  of  his  own  progress  he  had  made  good. 

In  1911,  Mr.  Erskine  was  made  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Studebaker  business,  and  in  1913  he 
was  made  Vice-President,  and  in  1915  he  was  made  President,  and 
in  every  position  he  has  served  with  distinction. 

Mr.  Erskine,  in  his  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  business  and  the 
name  Studebaker,  maintains,  "Studebaker  is  a  household  word.  The 
broad  principle  upon  which  Studebaker  business  is  conducted  and 
upon  which  it  has  prospered  for  seventy-five  years,  now  grounded 
upon  tradition,  insures  satisfaction  to  everybody  who  deals  with 
the  House  of  Studebaker  ” 
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STUDEBAKER  ANCESTRY 


By  C.  A.  Carlisle 


HE  Studebaker  family,  ancestors  of  the  Studebaker  Brothers 


1  of  South  Bend,  Indiana,  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
September  1,  1736,  on  the  ship  Harle,  from  Rotterdam,  and  con¬ 
sisted  of 

Peter  Studebaker,  aged  3  8  years. 

Clement  Studebaker,  aged  36  years. 

Henry  Studebaker,  aged  29  years.  .  .  • 

Anna  Margaretha  Studebaker,  aged  3  S  years. 

Anna  Catherine  Studebaker,  aged  28  years. 

There  were  3  88  passengers  on  the  vessel  —  men,  women  and 
children  —  and  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  Provincial  Council, 
all  male  passengers  sixteen  years  old  and  over  were  first  taken  before 
the  Provincial  Court  and  required  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  English  Government. 

This  established  a  definite  and  authoritative  record  of  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  pioneers,  but  we  have  no  record  of  detail  to  show  the 
origin  of  the  family  prior  to  the  above  record. 

It  is  quite  definitely  fixed  that  the  ship  Harle  with  Ralph  Harle 
as  master  was  originally  English,  and  it  is  found  that  the  English 
ships  in  the  eighteenth  century  called  at  the  Netherland  ports  to 
take  German  and  Dutch  passengers  who  were  bound  for  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  is  true  in  this  case. 

It  is  likewise  quite  definitely  settled  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  who  left  Rotterdam  for  the  United  States  on  British  and 
Dutch  vessels  in  the  eighteenth  century  were  Germans  from  the 
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Rhine  countries,  and  from  places  close  to  the  Dutch  frontiers,  who 
came  down  the  Rhine  to  Rotterdam. 

With  these  facts  before  us  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the  Stude- 
baker  ancestors  emigrated  from  that  portion  of  Germany  lying 
close  to  the  Swiss  border,  and  this  would  locate  them  in  the  high¬ 
lands  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  outlet  of  their 
country  to  the  sea. 

They  were  German  in  language  and  custom,  and  living  close  to 
the  Swiss  left  its  impression  on  later  generations. 

It  is  quite  possible  and  safe  to  conclude  that  this  family  came 
from  the  southern  part  of  Baden,  in  the  mountainous  country  near 
the  Swiss  border  and  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Rhine,  a  glorious  spot 
on  earth,  where  men  and  women  grew  tall  of  stature,  strong  of 
muscle,  and  had  a  loving,  kindly  interest  in  helping  one  another. 

It  is  clearly  established  that  Anna  Margaretha  was  the  wife  of 
Peter,  and  that  Anna  Catherine  was  the  wife  of  Clement,  and  that 
Henry  was  a  bachelor  at  the  time  of  the  official  record  made  in 
Philadelphia,  September  1,  1736. 

These  early  pioneers  did  not  waste  much  time  in  sight-seeing  or 
wandering  about,  because  on  December  7,  173  6,  practically  three 
months  after  landing,  we  find  another  definite  and  official  record  at 
Harrisburg  in  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  affairs  which 
recites  that  on  this  date  warrants  were  issued  to  Clement  and  Peter 
Studebaker,  granting  them  possession  to  survey  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Philadelphia,  now  Burke  County,  and  locate  upon  it. 

The  next  official  record  is  thirteen  years  later  when  Clement 
Studebaker  obtained  a  warrant,  January  1,  1749,  to  survey  and 


locate  179  acres  in  Berwick  and  Paradise  Townships,  York  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Traditional  with  the  family,  we  find  Clement  in  the  role  of  the 
older  brother,  taking  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  family  and  the 
community  and  to  record  his  public  service  we  find  in  the  official 
records  of  Berwick  Township,  under  date  of  March  26,  175  0,  his 
appointment  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  a  very  important  and 
responsible  position  in  that  day. 

Peter  crossed  the  border  into  Maryland  and  Henry  settled  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  authoritative  records 
it  is  undisputably  found  that  each  of  these  splendid  Studebaker 
brothers,  like  their  descendents,  contributed  largely  to  the  progress 
and  development  of  civilization. 

ANCESTORS  OF  STUDEBAKER  BROTHERS 
of  South  Bend,  Indiana 

By  C.  A.  Carlisle 

Clement  Studebaker  was  born  1698,  and  his  wife,  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine  was  born  1708.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1736.  Clement 
died  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  some  time  between  the  date 
of  his  will,  January  15,  1762,  and  May  1,  1762,  on  which  date 
Peter  Hartman,  one  of  the  guardians  and  executors  renounced  his 
right  and  title  as  such. 

These  ancestors  were  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  near  East  Berlin, 
Pennsylvania. 

Clement  Studebaker  II  was  the  seventh  child  of  Clement  and 
Anna  Catherine  Studebaker,  born  175  8,  died  1840.  His  grave  is  in 
Mummert  Cemetery,  near  East  Berlin,  Pennsylvania. 
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To  Clement  II  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Rentzell  (born  1764,  died 
1832)  were  born  several  children  and  among  them  was  John  Clem¬ 
ent  Studebaker. 

John  Clement  Studebaker  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  1799.  Married  Rebecca  Mohler,  October,  1820,  at  Ephrata, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  Clement  Studebaker  died  December  15,  1877.  Rebecca 
Mohler  Studebaker  died  April  1,  1887.  To  these  sturdy  pioneers  of 
the  Studebaker  family  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  were  born  thirteen 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  ten  grew  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  namely: 

)  r  Sally  Studebaker  Welch 
-v  -  Nancy  Studebaker  Lucas 
^  '  Henry  Studebakerf  V  J  (f . 

J ,  Elizabeth  Studebaker  Witwer 
Clem  Studebaker 

J  /  1 

/ ,  John  Mohler  Studebaker  k  '  7  *  >•  ‘ 

‘'.Rebecca  Studebaker 
j'  Peter  Everst  Studebaker 
Maria  Studebaker 

f  j'  Jacob  Franklin  Studebaker  (  '"7  y  « 
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THE  MATERNAL  SIDE 

Ludwig  Mohler  was  born  in  Germany,  April  4,  1696,  and  died 
June  6,  1754.  Arrived  in  America,  August  29,  1730,  in  the  ship 
Thistle,  of  Glasgown. 

Ludwig  Mohler  had  three  sons,  John,  Jacob  and  Henry.  Henry 
was  born  January  20,  172  8  and  died  April  20,  1774.  His  son,  John, 
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and  his  wife,  Anna,  were  the  parents  of  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  John 
Clement  Studebaker. 

Emerson  says  that  history  "resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of 
a  few  stout  and  earnest  persons,”  and  in  all  the  chronicles  of  fame, 
in  all  the  pages  of  history,  there  is  nothing  more  sublime  and  in¬ 
teresting  than  the  life  and  work  of  the  pioneer  who  blazed  the 
highways  of  progress  by  constructive  and  helpful  service,  and  in 
tracing  the  history  of  John  Clement  Studebaker  and  Rebecca  Moh- 
ler  Studebaker  and  their  lineal  descendants,  we  find  this  true. 
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CLEM  STUDEBAKER 

By  C.  A.  Carlisle 

CLEM  STUDEBAKER,  the  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Mohler 
Studebaker,  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pennsylvania,  March 
12,  1831,  and  died  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  November  27,  1901. 

His  first  wife  was  Charity  M.  Bratt,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

His  second  wife  was  Ann  Milburn  Harper,  daughter  of  George 
Milburn,  of  Mishawaka,  Indiana,  (the  founder  of  the  Milburn 
Wagon  Company)  and  to  whom  he  was  married  September  13, 
1863.  To  them  three  children  were  born,  namely: 

Colonel  George  Milburn  Studebaker 
Anne  Studebaker  Carlisle 

r  ’  > 

*  Clement  Studebaker,  Jr.  v  * 

We  are  prone  to  extol  the  architect  of  ideas,  the  word  builder, 
the  coiner  of  great  phrases;  rather  than  the  silent  artificer  and 
organizer  in  the  realm  of  industrial  endeavor;  but  if  we  judge  him 
by  the  measure  of  his  achievement  in  a  department  of  activity  that 
contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  race,  that  helped  man  to 
conquer  the  forces  of  nature  and  to  place  them  under  tribute  to 
man’s  comfort  and  happiness,  then  history  must  acclaim  that  Clem 
Studebaker  was  one  of  the  giants  of  his  time. 

*  Seventy-five  years  ago,  Clem  Studebaker  reached  his  majority, 

and  on  March  12,  1852,  he  celebrated  here  in  South  Bend  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  and  we  find  him  associated  with  his  brother,  Henry, 
*  in  business. 

Coming  from  a  fine  ancestral  stock  and  trained  in  the  severe 
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school  of  piety  and  frugality,  we  find-these  two  splendid  Studebaker 
brothers,  Henry  and  Clem,  entering  in  upon  their  future  activities 
with  a  cash  capital  of  $68.00  and  laying  the  foundation  for  what 
later  became  the  greatest  wagon  and  carriage  business  in  the  world, 
and  what  is  now  one  of  the  most  modern  and  leading  automobile 
factories  of  the  present  age. 

The  Studebakers  were  a  strong  family  in  love  and  admiration, 
one  for  the  other,  and  we  find  them  in  the  beginning  and  all  along 
the  highway  of  life,  helping  one  another. 

The  success  and  happiness  of  one  was  the  index  for  rejoicing  by 
all.  The  failure  or  misfortune  of  any  was  the  cause  for  immediate 
cooperation,  sympathy  and  help  by  all. 

The  early  life  of  the  father  and  mother  in  Adams  County,  near 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  then  at 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  shows  the  family  tradition  of  constructive, 
cooperative  team  work.  "Love  and  help  one  another  but  owe  no 
man.”  "Love  your  neighbor.” 

Bound  up  in  the  life  history  of  the  Studebakers  is  the  conquest 
of  this  mighty  continent. 

In  the  beginning,  progress  and  development  were  slow,  but  John 
Clement  Studebaker  back  in  the  old  shop  near  Gettysburg,  built 
the  Conestoga  wagon  for  the  pioneer  who  was  penetrating  the  West, 
and  into  it  he  built  character  and  it  was  dependable,  and  in  like 
manner  the  sons  were  character  builders,  and  their  product  won 
fame  for  its  reliability  and  the  integrity  of  the  builders. 

Back  of  every  man  was  a  loyal,  devoted  woman,  and  history 
proves  the  family  tradition — "team  work.” 
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A  volume  of  detail  and  interesting  facts  regarding  the  splendid 
life  and  work  of  the  Studebaker  Brothers,  Henry,  Clem,  John, 
Peter  and  Jacob,  has  been  written  and  published,  and  a  new  volume 
of  the  progress  and  development  of  the  business  under  the  con¬ 
structive  administration  of  Albert  Russel  Erskine  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  is  of  mighty  interest  and  value  to  posterity. 

Clem  Studebaker  was  greater  than  the  wagon  and  carriage  busi¬ 
ness  at  South  Bend,  greater  than  the  splendid  buildings  that  they 
built  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  in  truth  Clem  Studebaker  was  a 
mighty  character  for  the  highest  ideals  of  life. 

He  was  great  in  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  his  life.  He  was 
great  in  his  loving  fidelity  to  his  parents  and  his  brothers  and  sisters 
and  to  his  neighbors. 

He  was  loyal  and  devoted  to  his  church  and  the  Sunday  school. 

Like  most  men  who  have  organized  and  directed  great  industries, 
Clem  Studebaker  was  unostentatious  in  habit  and  rich  in  the  sturdy, 
homely  virtues  that  lie  at  the  basis  of  character. 

He  was  devoted  to  the  ideals  that  exalt  the  home  and  beautify 
the  common  life. 

In  the  midst  of  his  busy,  engrossing  life  he  found  time  to  build 
churches,  hospitals,  to  aid  charitable  movements,  to  cooperate  and 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  Chautauqua  assembly,  and  to  promote  every 
agency  for  purity  and  decency  that  came  to  him. 

He  was  universally  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  in  his 
own  home  by  wife  and  children  who  knew  and  loved  him  best,  his 
life  was  an  inspiration  and  blessing. 
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